
 
 
 
Mons, April 22, 2025 
 
De Ir Pol HUART, director of Thaurfin ltd 
 
A Dr Andrew FORREST, Chairman of Fortescue Metals Group and the Minderoo Foundation    
 
Cc Me Liliana BAKAYOKO, lawyer at the Paris Bar 
 Cabinet Jean MBUYU & Associé, Mining Agent 
 Son excellence Monsieur KIZITO KAPINGA MULUME, Minister of Mines 
 
Objet :  Sale of 3 exploration permits covering the Banalia gold and iron deposit 
 
Ref TH-014-25 published on https://thaurfin.com/TH-014-25.pdf  
 
Dear Mr. Andrew Forrest, 
 
In 2006, ths article in Africa Intelligence mentioned Fortescue’s interest in Dan Gertler’s former iron 
deposit; I had informed the editor-in-chief, Ms. Louise Margolin, of the inaccuracy of that article, as 
the permits allegedly held by Dan Gertler never actually existed. 
 
We have compiled a thoroughly documented file outlining the numerous violations committed in 
attempts to validate the mining permits granted to Dan Gertler. This file proves that the three 
exploration permits (PR) held by Thaurfin Ltd have always remained valid and have been under force 
majeure since their issuance due to the failure to deliver exploration certificates. 
 
Numerous letters have sought an amicable resolution, to no avail. We therefore sought a renowned 
law firm to prepare an arbitration request before ICSID, as proposed by the Mining Code (Articles 312 
and 319) under such circumstances 
 
Thaurfin Ltd is now represented by the prestigious international business lawyer Ms. Liliana Bakayoko, 
(PS) who advises us to continue favoring an amicable resolution and confirms that the sale of the three 
PRs does not compromise Thaurfin’s right to substantial damages. Our website https://thaurfin.com/  
presents the sale offer. 
 
Our latest letter, TH-013-25, invites His Excellency the Minister of Mines to engage in an amicable 
resolution and assist us in concluding a sale to a company such as yours. The development will begin 
with the gold mineralization covered by our three PRs. As for the development of the iron deposit, it 
is part of the Republic's broader development plans, encompassing major integrated projects like river 
transport, a 2000MW dam, and DRI/H2-based steelmaking. 
 
Hoping for a favorable response and remaining at your disposal, I extend to you, Mr. Andrew Forrest, 
my best regards. 
 
Ir Pol HUART 
Director of Thaurfin ltd  
Mining Engineer AIMs76 MINES-ParisTech84 
Website : www.thaurfin.com ;  
Email : p.huart@thaurfin.com  
GSM/WhatsApp : 00 32 473 642 470  
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PS 
 
Lawyer Liliana BAKAYOKO 
 

• https://www.dcnewsnow.com/business/press-releases/ein-
presswire/794658546/liliana-bakayoko-named-winner-of-global-100-2025-award-
for-leading-international-business-law-firm/  

• https://actualites-cci.com/liliana-bakayoko-avocat-best-international-business-law-
firm-2024-emea/ 

• https://actualites-cci.com/liliana-bakayoko-selectionnee-pour-le-empowered-
woman-award-de-liaotp/  

• https://www.justifit.fr/avocats/avocat-maitre-liliana-bakayoko-
59909/?srsltid=afmbooqgwihpvcdadms9zbgsfw1qi2shxnpoaddts0-_wbwzthskrixh  

• https://www.forbes.fr/mediasfrance/liliana-bakayoko/ 

 

Liliana Bakayoko 
International Business Lawyer 

 (+33) 1 80 49 39 30 

 (+33) 6 03 71 96 82 

 liliana-bakayoko-avocat.com/ 

 liliana.bakayoko@gmail.com 

 11 Boulevard de Sébastopol, 75001 Paris, France 
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